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Bass	Trombone	Concerto	No.	2	in	F	Major

"The	Golden	Retriever"

Composed	by	Ian	Deter l ing,	publ ished	by	Deter l ing	Music.	

Movement	I .	Maestoso/Al legro	con	br io. . . . .ca	4:00

Movement	I I .	Grave	con	mister ioso.. . . . . . . . . . . .ca.	5:00

Movement	I I I .	Andante	con	moto.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ca.	3:30	

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ca.	13:00

Instruments: 	

	-	Bass	Trombone

	-	Viol in	I 	

	-	Viol in	I I

	-	Viola	

	-	Violoncel lo

	-	Contrabass



About	the	composer,	Ian	Deterling

Ian	Deter l ing	is	a	composer	of	aesthetical ly	intr iguing	works	for	var ied	instrumentation.	B lending	tradition

with	contemporary	practice,	h is	music	engages	audiences	by	being	authentic,	relevant,	and	memorable. 

Deter l ing’s	or iginal 	compositions	have	been	performed	national ly	and	international ly,	most	notably	by

members	of	prestigious	organizations	such	as	the	London	Symphony	Orchestra,	the	São	Paulo	State

Symphony,	the	National 	Symphony	Orchestra	of	Taiwan,	and	the	San	Antonio	Symphony.	His	works	and

arrangements	for	educational 	ensembles	are	frequently	performed	at	h igh	schools	and	col leges	as	wel l 	as

by	amateur	community	bands,	orchestras,	and	ensembles	al l 	around	the	wor ld.

Deter l ing	earned	h is	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Music	at	the	University	of	Wisconsin-Super ior	in	Super ior,

Wisconsin	and	h is	Master	of	Music	in	Composition	at		Stephen	F.	Austin	State	University	in	Nacogdoches,

Texas.	He	loves	to	try	out	new	vegan	recipes,	goes	for	jogs	in	the	woods,	and	enjoys	classic	horror	films

with	h is	family	and	fr iends.

Notes

Writing	music	is	l ike	creating	abstract	stor ies	or	movies;	the	var ious	melodies	and	motifs	are	individual

characters	whi le	the	accompaniments	are	different	settings	where	these	characters	develop	and	interact

with	one	another.	As	a	very	visual 	person,	I 	tend	to	form	images	in	my	mind	whenever	I ’m	creating	music.

As	my	compositions	develop	and	unfold	over	time,	my	mind	connects	the	var ious	melodies	and	different

sections	in	a	way	that	(to	me)	makes	sense	as	a	cohesive	narrative.	This	p layful 	concerto	is	about	my

parents’	dog,	Bel la,	an	adorable	and	loving	yet	mischievous	golden	retr iever.	The	spr ightly	rhythms	and

agile	melodies	fol low	Bel la	as	she	explores	the	woods,	gets	into	some	shenanigans,	and	winds	down	as

she	eventual ly	crawls	into	her	cozy	doggie	bed	for	a	long	nap. 

This	concerto	is	an	adaptation/expansion	of	a	duet	I 	composed	in	2020	titled	Duet	in	D-Flat	Major.	Darr in

C.	Mil l ing	(Bass	Trombone	Pr incipal 	at	São	Paulo	State	Symphony)	requested	that	I 	adapt	the	duet

(or iginal ly	for	Horn	in	F	and	Bass	Trombone)	into	a	concerto	for	Bass	Trombone	and	Str ing	Orchestra.	This

concerto	is	in	dedication	to	Darr in	C.	Mil l ing	for	h is	performance	with	the	Orquestra	Sinfônica	do	Teatro

Nacional 	Cláudio	Santoro. 	

Performance	Notes

This	concerto	was	written	to	have	the	first	viol ins	seated	on	the

left	and	the	second	viol ins	seated	opposite	on	the	r ight:  

This	seating	wil l 	emphasize	inter lock ing	phrasing

between	the	two	viol in	sections,	al lowing	notes	

from	the	melody	to	flick	back	and	forth	across

the	concert	hal l .	This	happens	throughout	the

concerto,	but	particular	sections	I 	wish	to

emphasize:  

	-	Movement	I .	-	69-74

	-	Movement	I .	-173-185 		 		Intended	seating	

	-	Movement	I I .	-	124-127

	-	Movement	I I .	-	158-161 	
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In dedication to Darrin C. Milling for his performance with Orquestra Sinfônica do Teatro Nacional Cláudio Santoro

" The Golden Retriever"

Ian Deterling

BASS TROMBONE CONCERTO NO. 2 IN F MAJOR

Movement I.
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In dedication to Darrin C. Milling for his performance with Orquestra Sinfônica do Teatro Nacional Cláudio Santoro

" The Golden Retriever"

Ian Deterling

BASS TROMBONE CONCERTO NO. 2 IN F MAJOR
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